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efficiency
data

logs

achievable

stakeholde




nay help explain past events.



. Research

oractices and their

and medals
, modify or challe earlier publications
> previously unknown information

age additional or new research paths



Avolved in Historical
Research

ibject or problem

1 which you are interested;

ecific issue, coin, controversy, technique,
on, etc. that is related to the issue or subject.

de what you expect to learn about the

Limit the scope of your research - better to
begin small and expand than to start big and
lose focus




5 of Information

ly on-line)

2asury documents

= Review of research and other references



1ting Numismatic
sources

strong bias towar
on Catalogs

high reliability
o Letters from the Mint to ordinary citizens are not
necessarily complete or accurate

o Press releases are usually incomplete or misleading






ot analyzing it



Preliminary Data

o] 1ab111ty, ﬁ
 and URL author age of data.

tes relating to each such as purpose of site, errors,
information, deliberate bias, reliability, etc.

3 eptical of all commercial sites.
@ NNP is highly reliable - but
- @ Itisarepository
@ Content is not curated for accuracy of content



| pubhshed at
for names of recogmzed hobby authorities.

listed on the first page or two of results might
> the best.

| a little practice you'll get the ‘feel’ for which
~ sites have useful numismatic data and which are
just selling smoke.



Consolidate

lata from several sites.
r data:

at was done,

1 was it done,

was it done,

. ‘was it done.

1 A table or diagram can be very helpful in
sorting and consolidating preliminary data



]




“What to Expect

any archive - national,

S1 niversity, state - you will
expected to e some information
erning where to search

cannot walk in and ask someone to
e everything on your topic

» You'll get a blank stare and maybe directions
to search their database



at to Expect

esults from your who, what,
nd why questions

1C ' is your subj
here’ and ‘“When
e and time

arrow your search to a

o identifies participants and/or decision
= ‘Why’ is part of the answer for which you are
~ searching



at to Expect

raries and archives have
1t accessing and using

ow all their rules

through security screening before you
and before your leave.

= There will also be constant scrutiny of
- everything you do.



‘and you will have to look through the
riptions for something that might include
place and time of interest

> will also have the physical location of
documents you want

= For US Mint and Treasury, there is no
comprehensive paper or electronic index



Example - NARA

lete a form like this to request

REFERENCE SERVICE SLIP DATE (MN/DD/YYYY)
*SHADED BOXES FOR NARA USE ONLY* 02/23/20|%
LA AME (PRINT) FIRST. NAME (PRINT) RESEARCHER CARD NUMEER
URD ETTE- 0GER_ 126112~

'OTHER RECORD IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION [SPECIFY FOLDER TITLE(SYFILE NUMBER(S)]
Ll

REQUEST REVIEWED BY REQUEST PULLED BY
o ne

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION DO NOT REMOVE FROM RECORDS NA 14001 (08-16)
Required by NARA 1572

= Then wait an hour or more to receive your order.



AYchival Visit Objectives

data

catable data
lified references
[ultiple data reuse












Minimum Visits

visit productive
locuments you access for

ier topics of interest
wsual or unexpected subjects
icipation by prominent people

\ 1 Copy/photograph everything of

INnterest



rY is a wonderful



isting archive labels or handmade
ining of each box/volume

o

~respondence

55 COPIES OF LETTERS. SENT BY

' THE DIRECTOR DF THE MINT |
. REGARDING GOLD, NOV. 4, 1933-
f o0 o :

"Gold letters Nov-Dec 1933"

@ Or make a paper label to separate each group of copies.



Relocatable Data

Note: It is unacceptable to state “National
Archives” as a source. Be specific to be useful.



_ R.elocatable Data

Wioming Stale Archives, [-£1-1 Edna Kimball Wilkiss papers, box 9, Boss cormegpondancs 19331935

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

CFFIEE OF

b\“?\m J: ‘ﬂuH 'Jrr'U-n
LA Nta 1-an¢1. ﬁm )K 'ﬁu Q\Lﬂﬁ(—}iﬁ(
E-t\ﬂ“ﬂtruc' Qﬁuk ?tl L ru. Lm., ‘Lc. 1 D"H‘&



nix and match
iments without losing their original
lon or context

plifies footnoting and building a

bibliography



nces and Tl"aCking

age is identified by location,
tracking by date and

ize every page of every document

Identity documents in a manner that
~ makes sense to you



Easy Identification

nent date and subject as a file

larter for 1831.pdf

t/search by date, subject, etc.
10129 New quarters for 1831.pdf

10201 New style quarter for 1831.pdf

10705 Recoining old Eagles.pdf

40709 New designs w-EPU and no Liberty cap.pdf

18340715 Can old gold be recoined.pdf

18340716 Put 24 stars on new gold.pdf

18340719 Prompt payment for deposits.pdf

18340721 Silver-gold bullion for commerce.pdf

18340725 First new gold coins.pdf

18340801 First new gold coins.pdf




Iranscription

lage into machine-readable

nits auto earching by any
|, phrase or variant including:
can

nic

p" Synoym
= Stemming, etc.



ranscription

that opens the content of
nents

indwritten and most typed
1als do not produce usable results
present technology



Transcription

ter recognition (OCR) can
et and modern typescript

dwritten materials require human

ription into machine readable text.
rch being conducted into automated
- handwriting recognition, but

= No funding

= Entirely volunteer, time-available basis



of Typical
Presscopy lypescript

Mr. Stuart Mosher,

THE COIN COLLECTOR'S JCOURNAL,
1 West 47th Street,

New York, New York.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
lay lat, relative to the issue of proof coina.

Proofs will be sold separately or in =ssta.
They will be highly polished planchets.

They will be sold to deslers in quantities
if desired.

They will be struck at the Mint in Phila-
delphia, only.

The first proofs will be ready late next
weel.

The Mint will prepare a smell stock. The
mmber struck will depend upon requests.

Proof coins should be ordered from the
Superintendent, United States Mint, Phﬂads],phia, Pa.s my
order in payment should the regq

No dollar proofs will be made unless there is
a very large coinage of silver dollars.

No proof coins of commemorative pieces will
be struck. !

Your very cordial approval of the action of
the Secretary of the Treasury in asuthorizing the issue
of proof coins is very much appreciated.

Very truly yours,
Aoting Director of the Mink,

RG104, entry 235, vol 587

May 2, 1936.

Mr,. Stuart Mosher,

'mE COIN OOLtEd'1'ORS ; rOUHN.AL,
lweat 4'Ith street,.

New Y(k', NEWJ York.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledged ot your letter of
May lat, relatie to the is$Ue of proof coin.

Proofs will be sold separately or in sets.
They will be highly polished planchete .

' . Ibey will be sold to dealers. in l\tentitiee
ifdesired.

They will be struok at the Kint in Phila
delphia, only.

The first pr09' fe+ will be :ready late next
week.

IJ!leMiht . willprepare a small stock. ''bf)
number struck will"depend upon requests,

Proof coins should be ordered from the
Superintendent , Uhited States Mint, Philadelphia, pa-- Money
order 111 payllient should accompall.Y lhe requeat. | {

No dollar prcofs will beme.ddlt unless thereis
a very large coinage of silver dollars.

No proof ocine ot COJ11!1elll0ltative pieoea Wili
be struck.

Your very cordial goproval of the action at
the eeoretary ot the Treasury inauthorizing the issue
o0 proot coine ia verymuch appeciated.

Very: truly yours,

IQting Director Qf the Mit

RG104:entry 235, vol 587




anual Transcri

3104 entry 215 vol 6 of 14
RG104 entry 215 vol 6 of 14

75

Treasury Department
December 13, 1856

Sir:

QWM W 2106 -

There being a demand at New Orleans for dimes and half dimes, will you please direct
the Branch Mint to make coins of those denominations.

[ am, Very Respectfully
James Guthrie
Secretary of the Treasury

p.ors

I. R. Snowden, Esq.
Director of the Mint
Philadelphia, Pa.
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- Data Reuse

1ons and file information can
nities for multiple uses of the

Ows mixing material
many sources without losing the origin of
iment

ble search program or database will open
e uses.



. Data Reuse

ficial letters are single-subject.
petween officials about

_ r multiple topics within a

 general subject such as the condition of a

- facility.

1ction and statistical reports often include

data about multiple subjects such as gold

~ deposits, gold coinage, exchange of silver coin
for gold coin.
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Analysis

ata analysis is a method of
1 parsing useful






e the document?

| 'y line?
y was the document written?

W at type of document was it, or
what was its purpose?



e “Nine Questions”

e the basic assumptions

1at can I learn about the
ranization or individual that
duced this document?

9) What does this document mean to
my research subject?



lihe “Nine Questions”

estion begs a document’s



Connections

our nine questions can be

> documents are connected.

| Irr evant materials will also become
~ obvious by their lack of connections.



Analysis to Results

1s will produce
- often new - about

ect related information
t do we learn?

Aaintain source metadata for each document



INizing Results

canization plan will help you
ts that others can read and

ral background

2ss or coin background
= Present your data and analysis

- » Summarize and make conclusions



Conclusions

s flow from:

Judicious interpretation



inal Thoughts

tic research allows
of topics and questions
led in no other way.

d your arguments on facts.

>roach each topic as if you were
1g the story to others.
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